
1  Hannah Rosner © 2017 
GoodRiverGallery@aol.com 

http://HannahRachel.etsy.com  http://www.GoodRiverGallery.com 

Zippercone Pendant  © Hannah Rosner & Rochelle Peterson  

Thank you for purchasing this tutorial! Before you get to work, please take the time to read 

the tutorial thoroughly. 

It's a bit like a complicated recipe; you want to have all of your ingredients ready before you 
start!  This tutorial is intended for any beadweavers who are familiar with basic peyote stitch. 

This document and design is protected by copyright, and is intended for the sole use of the 
person who has purchased it. Please do not copy this tutorial, or distribute it in any manner. 
(This does not include printing for your own personal use.) 

You may not teach this pattern.  You may, however, make this to sell or give away.  Please give 
me credit for the design, however. 

Most importantly, please have fun! Feel free to contact me with any and all questions regarding 
the information below, and for sources for any of the materials mentioned. I'll do my best to 
help you track down whatever you'll need! 

Materials Needed:
1 - 12″ plastic zipper 
1 – 14mm rivoli 
3-4grams 11/0 seed beads (I use Toho)
1-2 grams 15/0 seed beads (I use Toho)
Embellishment Beads –

6/0 and 8/0 beads (about 20 of each)
Fringe Beads – 

this could include 8/0 seed beads 
  6mm crystals or pearls 

Optional: Straight Pins 
Beading Needles 
Beading Thread – I recommend Fireline for the bezels. 

For information about the thread I use for fringe see 
page 6

Small, sharp scissors 
Glue – I recommend e6000 
Task Lamp and your reading glasses 
Optional and helpful – a tape measure or micrometer that 

shows millimeters. 

About the Materials -Where Can I  get My Beads? 
Always check your local bead store first for supplies.  They depend on your business and its always best to pick colors in 
person.  However, if they don’t stock what you need for this project then… 

• For all seed beads and Czech pressed glass check Lotus Bead or Beadjoux Bead Store (http://beadjoux.etsy.com)
• For the crystals a, head over to Etsy or to BeadFX in Canada.  They have a great selection and reasonable shipping.

(http://www.beadfx.com )
• For the zippers, just check your local fabric store.  The zippers I use have plastic teeth so they match your colorway.  I get

12” long zippers; you probably won’t use the whole thing but it gives you some play in size.

About Peyote Stitch 
The name "peyote stitch" loosely comes from the Native American tradition in which the peyote cactus is eaten in 
ceremony. A form of the stitch is used to embellish fans, rattles, and other items used in peyote ceremonies. In spite of 
these religious and spiritual connotations, beaders continue to use the name peyote stitch to apply to any version of the 
stitch – it is also known as twill or gourd stitch and is found in every beadwork tradition from the Americas and Africa.  The 
oldest surviving version of the stitch was found in the Middle East. 
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About Crystals 
There are basically four types of crystal beads.  I used Swarovski, but any will work. 

• Swarovski Crystal is the leading manufacturer of leaded glass crystal. Daniel Swarovski founded the company in 1895 after
developing a machine that revolutionized glass cutting. The AB line was added in 1956.

•

• Preciosa Crystal has been a Czech manufacturer of exquisite cut Bohemian crystal since 1948. Preciosa's international
headquarters are located in Jablonec nad Nisou, in the north Bohemia region of the Czech Republic where glass making
production developed in the 18th century.

•

• Chinese cut glass crystals come in a darling little bottle with a wooden stopper. A whole gross (144) of 4mm bicones in 62
separate colors. Although these are slightly less precise then Swarovski and Preciosa, they are wonderful for my friends who
love loads of bling and who otherwise are priced out of the market. These little guys also have a lower lead oxide content.

•

• Firepolish Glass - This is not technically crystal, but has been molded with facets to
resemble the famous crystal beads.  Glass making in the Czech Republic is an age
old cottage industry. These beads are still made in small quantities by hand. Due to
the way the glass is made, there may be slight color variation from one batch to the
next.

About Rivolis 
Swarovski Crystal Rivolis are technically a type of crystal rhinestone.  Rivolis are 

faceted both top and bottom. The bottom is generally foiled to enhance the 
appearance.  This foil is VERY delicate.  If you have an open backed piece, I 
recommend coating it with a layer of clear nail polish or clear acrylic paint to 
strengthen your finish.  Fortunately our zipper pendant has a closed back. 

Lets get started! 

Setting and Embellishing Your Rivoli 
Set your 14mm rivoli in 32 Toho seed beads.  If you are using another brand of 

seed beads, you may have a different count. 

You can set your crystal any way you’d like, but I’ll show you an easy way 

(instructions below)…  Remember, this count only works with Toho beads! 

Using a comfortable length of thread, Toho 11/0 seed beads and a 14mm rivoli, 
string 32 beads in the MIDDLE of your thread.  Even count peyote stitch 2 rows 

(for a total of 4 rows of peyote stitch).  Right now it just looks like a normal strip 

of even count peyote. 

Add 2 rows of 15/0 seed beads.  At this point, the strip will start curving and 

looking odd.  THAT’S OK! 

Thread your needle onto the loose piece of thread (on the other side of the 

beadwork) and work 2 rows of 15/0 seed beads.  See why 

we started in the middle of the thread?  You’ll see at this 

point the setting actually LOOKS like a setting and it should 

fit just fine around the beadwork.  If its too big, then we 

have trouble, but if its too small because you’ve used a 

different brand bead, then you can extend it by doing a 

couple of rows of brick stitch.   

Zip the piece shut around your rivoli like you’re lacing a shoe.  All done! 
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Working the Zipper Cone 

Open up the zipper(s). Cut off the end pieces and the pull. You’ll end up with two working pieces per 

zipper. You might want to keep that pull for a decorative element on something, but I just tossed mine. 

You might want to treat the ends of the fabric with some fray check or e6000 or just burn it using your 

thread burner.  This will help if from fraying as you work. 

We’re going to create a cone from this zipper and then peyote stitch a “bezel” onto the fabric section of 

your zipper once we get it curved.  This makes it look spiffier and also hides that cut end you’ll tack into 

place.  The bezel is done a little differently than you’re used to when bezeling a cabochon in beads.  You’ll 

start at the top and work your way down.   

BUT…. 
The trick here is also to get the top of our pendant (the rivoli) to match the bottom section (the zipper 

cone).  Fortunately we will also be embellishing it so if it isn’t QUITE right then you’ll never notice.  But 

still, there are a few things we can do to make it all easier on us. 

On a comfortable length of beading thread, string 32 Toho 11/0 seed beads.  Join into a ring and set aside.

This will be our pattern or gauge for our cone. 

Work the cone  

Pin the rough end to the inside as shown with wrong sides together.  You want to tuck it downward so that 

the fraying edge is hidden.  The smaller you can make your fold-over, the easier your cone will be to start. 

Beginning at the top (at the plastic zipper), tack this firmly in place using either Fireline or a doubled 

thread.  It doesn’t have to be pretty, it just has to be strong. 

Fold your zipper so that the rough end is completely hidden inside.  Tack it firmly in position.  You can use 

a straight pin to hold everything together while you work.  Don’t go over the top of the zipper, but down 

the folded edge.  Again, the stitches don’t have to be pretty but they should be strong. 

Now, start coiling your zipper downward and tacking it into place as you go along.  Only coil and tack one 

stitch at a time, and try to keep it all as tight as you possibly can.  You can use a straight pin to hold it as 

you tack, but I find it easier to work freehand.  I’ll show you this in class.  Make sure each stitch goes into 

the layer below!  Keep checking to make sure that it doesn’t go over 14mm (I brought digital calipers, 

please do make sure they get back to me). 
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The base of the cone either has to fit just inside the circle of beads you strung and set aside (there were 

32 just as a reminder) –OR- if you have a nice caliper/micrometer/tape measure then it should read at 

about 14mm just like your rivoli did! 

Cut off your extra zipper and stitch the cut end very firmly in place.  As you can see in the photo above 

(on the turquoise), the stitches don’t have to be very neat.  We’ll be bezeling over the top with beads. 

Setting the Beaded Bezel 

Slide the circle of beads onto the cone.  At the top of the section to be bezeled, 

tack this base row in place securely (left). 

Work peyote stitch to cover the fabric tube you created.  

Here’s a photo after my first row of peyote stitch (right). 

Here’s a photo after my last row of peyote stitch.  You only really need 6-8 rows of peyote stitch total. 

The rest of the fabric can be stuffed inside the cone and make it more 

secure.  Leave the tail hanging on the spike – we’ll use it to tack it down to 

rivoli.   See that hole at the top of the spike?  Its all good – you can leave it 

be or decide to embellish it later.  When I wrote this, I didn’t know what I 

was going to do with it, but based on previous projects, I’ll probably add 

fringe 

Zip the rivoli onto the cone.  See why you wanted 30 beads around the 

cone?  The two should zip together pretty evenly and nicely.  But..  if 

something weird happened, don’t despair!  Just zip them together as evenly 

as you can.  We’ll be adding embellishments next. 

What do I mean by zipping the two together?  Put the rivoli on top of the zipper cone and you should just 

be able to go through the beads on each to stitch them together.  We’ll hide that seam next. 

This one is 

12mm and 

TOO 

SMALL!  

Measure 

twice, cut 

once!  ☺  
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Adding Embellishment… 

We’re going to use the very easiest of fringe here to “hide” the seam 

between the rivoli and the zipper cone.  Zip 3mm pearls or crystals with 

a 15/0 stop bead to hide the seam row. 

Want more froof?  Zip 4mm pearls or crystals with a 15/0 stop bead a 

few rows back. 

Optional:  Want to add another row of embellishment?  Zip another row 

on!  This row looks good with 2.5mm rounds or crystals or pearls.  

Don’t forget that 15/0 stop bead ontop! 

Optional:  if you need to hide the bezel for the rivoli at all (sometimes it shows where you laced it 

together on your first bezel – I promise they’ll get better and better) then you can add a row of 

magatamas or drops or 2mm crystals with a 15/0 stop bead ontop. 

Fringe… 
Okay, so…  Basic Straight Fringe 
See right for a basic fringe diagram.  Just about everyone who has purchased a tutorial from 

me or taken a class beforehand knows how much I love my fringe.  Most of you have also 

seen this diagram before. 

Tip: I usually use the bigger beads at the bottom to help weight the fringe. However, the 

fringe can become tangled if the beads at the top are too small.   

The fringe I’ve used for top zipper cone pendant is a peyote stitch fringe.  I like it 
because it adds more bulk to the fringe.  I also like doing an odd number of fringes. 

Think 5 or 7 or 9! For the fringe I used for our Saturday Beading LIVE, see below & p7

Below is a good example of the kind of fringe you can use for your zipper cone pendant, but you should 

feel free to design your own using the materials from your kit.  I’ll show you in class how I tend to design 

fringe because I tend to “use what I’ve got.” 

Zipper Cone 

This 6mm plugs up the hole in the cone 

and serves as a base for all the fringe. 

= -6mm Crystal or Pearl 

= -11/0 Seed Bead 

= -3mm  bead or 8/0

= -4mm bead or 6/0

= -15/0 Seed Bead

= -Drop or Charm 

Rochelle's 
Charm

6/0 Demiround

This 6mm plugs up the 

hole in the cone and 

serves as a base for all 

the fringe. 
Repeat this section as many times 
as you'd like (5x11/0, 1x 8/0

Option 1 - the pendant 
shown on p1 Option 2 - the pendant & 

kit we made for this class
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A Little Sidenote about Thread for Fringe… 
Although I generally use smoke Fireline for all my beading, the thread tends to make the 

piece pretty stiff within the fringe and also can make it hang in a strange manner.  You might 

consider a softer thread that comes in a wider range of colors such as One G.  Problem is, 

crystals within the fringe can cut this thread.   

Wear and Enjoy! 

Other Ideas for Stuff to Do with Zipper Cones…

The pendant & kit we made for this class.  
Please note that the beaded end pieces that 
Rochelle designed are shown on the next 
page.  We've used rounds rather than 
Aikos, though




